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Story and photos by
Katie Booth

F orty years ago, Donna Bayliss

the window at the slowly rising sun.

lemon verbena, sweet Melissa, clary sage

same latitude on the other side of the world
as that of her home in Biggs.

Back then, Bayliss didn’t know much
about farming, and after living for some
time on the East Coast she yearned for the
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Sweet smells of success

Organic endeavors keep historic
Bayliss Ranch alive and thriving

she was a housewife and a kindergarten

was sitting on the sofa in the home she teacher whose husband was a third-genera-

shared with her new husband, staring out tion Sacramento Valley farmer.

She was anything but prepared for the
Still feeling hazy as she sipped her cof- direction her life would take her in the

fee, Bayliss daydreamed of life thousands years to come at a ranch that—thanks to

of miles away—of France, where the air her—has endured through impressive chal-

was ripe with the sweet scents of lavender, lenges.

“l didn’t know anything about farming,”

and rosemary, which grew at about the said Bayliss, who took control of the

Field of dreams:

Bayliss Ranch 18 planning to open its doors for
and tours. To check o
city lights and the bustle of people. Instead, = PPOrtunitics, visitww bayliss-r
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PURPLE PASSION
Gridley resident Donna Bayliss harvests a bouquet of
organic lavender from one of the fields at the historic
family ranch she’s operated since the early '80s.

Bayliss Ranch in 1983 after the unexpected
death of her husband, who had fallen ill
with pancreatitis. Now 63, she admitted the
scenario was more than a little frightening
at the time.

“| [felt], from the moment my husband
died, and my son was a little boy, an over-
whelming emotion and responsibility,”
Bayliss said. “l didn't want to be the
female weak link.”

The pressure she felt resulted from

inheriting a legendary farming dynasty that
five Bayliss brothers started at the end of
the Civil War, in 1865. The ranch was first
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